[Malignant peritoneal mesothelioma with unusual and extensive metastasis].
A 43-year-old alcohol-dependent man had sustained three acute episodes of chronic pancreatitis. At the third hospital admission enlarged axillary and supraclavicular lymph nodes, widening of the mediastinum and bone metastases were noted. Cytological examination of a needle biopsy of the supraclavicular lymph node revealed a poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma. Because of the marked enlargement of the pancreas and the history, a rapidly and unusually metastasizing carcinoma of the pancreas was diagnosed. In view of the rapid deterioration of the patient no chemotherapy was begun and he died 4 weeks after admission. Autopsy confirmed the chronic pancreatitis but no carcinoma of the pancreas. Instead there was a peritoneal mesothelioma with extensive lymphogenous and haematogenous metastases. The incidence of this tumour is ever increasing. It should be included in the differential diagnosis, because survival time can be increased if the correct diagnosis is made very early.